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Saba Conservation Foundation
Building a resilient economy with Nature

Nature, Saba’s most valuable asset

Healthy ecosystems such as the forests of Mount Scenery and the coral reef around the island are critical for Saba. A
study conducted by Wolfs Company and VU Amsterdam in 2014 showed that marine and terrestrial ecosystems of the
island contributed US $29 million per year to the Saba’s economy. However, in the last decades various local and global
developments have resulted in serious ecosystem threats, such as overfishing, erosion, invasive species, coral diseases
and climate change. These threats endanger not only nature itself but also the foundations of the island’s economy.

Both marine and terrestrial ecosystems support tourism activities - such as diving or hiking - that mostly depend on the
quality of the natural environment. As the main component of Saba’s economy, tourism alone contributes an estimated
US $7.5 million per year (Wolfs Company and VU University, 2014). Keeping Saba’s ecosystems healthy also supports
local culture, recreation, research, fishing and carbon sequestration, among other basic aspects of the resilience of the
island’s economy.

The essential role of Saba Conservation Foundation

Active management is crucial to effectively protect Saba’s nature and economy. To accomplish this, Saba Conservation
Foundation (SCF) acts as the main authority that protects and enhances the marine and terrestrial environment on Saba
through education, scientific research, monitoring, enforcement and policy advice. By performing daily activities and
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