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Statia’s Nature: An island’s asset under pressure 
 
St. Eustatius is home to fragile tropical ecosystems and endangered species that are sensitive to the strong 
pressures of for instance marine invasive species, coral diseases or coastal development. A study conducted by 
Wolfs Company and VU Amsterdam in 2014 showed that the marine and terrestrial ecosystems in Statia 
contributed US $25 million per year to the island’s economy. Tourism, a main sector that depends on the quality 
of Statia’s nature, represents US $3 million per year of this amount. The state of ecosystems such as the coral reefs 
and the forests on the hillside of Boven and the Quill are critical to the society of Statia. Keeping these ecosystems 
healthy also supports local culture, recreation, research, fishing and carbon sequestration, among other basic 
aspects of well-being and economic development. 

Setting goals to protect Statia for the future 
 
The Nature and Environment Policy Plan 2020-2030 (NEPP) defines four strategic goals with the aim to “ensure a 
prosperous society and cultural identity in balance with a resilient and healthy natural environment”. Each of these 
four goals has its own specific targets. 

1. Reverse coral reef 
degradation to enhance 
wellbeing in the CN 
 

2. Restore and conserve 
unique habitats and 
species in the CN 
 

3. Sustainable use of land 
and water for the 
development of the local 
economy 

4. Create the local 
conditions to ensure 
sustainable results of the 
nature policy plan 

1.1 Control erosion and 
runoff 
 

2.1 Conservation and 
restoration of key habitats 

3.1 Sustainable Fisheries 
 

4.1 Create awareness 
through education and 
training 

1.2 Effective waste and 
wastewater management 

2.2 Conservation of 
keystone and flagship 
species  

3.2 Tourism Industry in 
balance with nature 
conservation 

4.2 Create employment 
through investment in 
nature 

1.3 Coral reef restoration 2.3 Prevent new and 
control established 
invasive species 

3.3 Invest in sustainable 
local food production 
 

4.3 Develop a structural 
research agenda 

 

Protecting Statia’s Nature from increasing pressures 
 
St. Eustatius National Parks (STENAPA) has the full or partial responsibility to achieve all of these targets. The 
achievement of these targets depends not only on protecting nature from direct threats, but also on restoration 
and active management of ecosystems to make them more resilient; efforts that require daily action.  
 
STENAPA’s goal is to sustain and improve the value and benefits of ecosystems so that socioeconomic, political and 
cultural needs of current and future generations can be met. To achieve this, STENAPA is dedicated to managing, 
conserving and restoring Statia’s ecosystems and to educating the community of their valuable services. As an 
example of STENAPA’s activities, its reforestation project promotes the control of erosion and runoff, which 
ultimately contributes to Reverse coral reef degradation to enhance wellbeing in the CN (NEPP Goal 1). Other 
activities contributing to this goal include roaming animal management, coral- and Diadema restoration projects, 
the culling of Lionfish, monitoring and the provision of expert guidance and advice. 

https://www.wolfscompany.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Summary-of-results-STENAPA-sustainable-finance-project-Wolfs-Company-January-2021.pdfGo
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