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Dutch Caribbean Nature Alliance ‘
Safeguarding nature in the Dutch Caribbean

St. Eustatius National Parks
Financing solutions for the future of Statia

Statia’s Nature: An island’s asset under pressure

St. Eustatius is home to fragile tropical ecosystems and endangered species that are sensitive to the strong
pressures of for instance marine invasive species, coral diseases or coastal development. A study conducted by
Wolfs Company and VU Amsterdam in 2014 showed that the marine and terrestrial ecosystems in Statia
contributed US $25 million per year to the island’s economy. Tourism, a main sector that depends on the quality
of Statia’s nature, represents US $3 million per year of this amount. The state of ecosystems such as the coral reefs
and the forests on the hillside of Boven and the Quill are critical to the society of Statia. Keeping these ecosystems
healthy also supports local culture, recreation, research, fishing and carbon sequestration, among other basic
aspects of well-being and economic development.

Setting goals to protect Statia for the future

The Nature and Environment Policy Plan 2020-2030 (NEPP) defines four strategic goals with the aim to “ensure a
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