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Safeguarding nature in the Dutch Caribbean

“Nature is Our Future”

Nature Foundation Sint Maarten
Nature is our future

Sint Maarten’s Nature: our main asset under pressure

Marine, coastal and terrestrial ecosystems of Sint Maarten benefit its inhabitants, businesses and broader
economy by protecting coastal infrastructure and by offering opportunities for recreation, tourism, scientific
development and education. The economy of Sint Maarten strongly depends on tourism, accounting for about
45% of the country’s GDP. As an example, the coral reefs of Sint Maarten generate an estimated US $134 million
in annual revenue through diving and snorkeling, which are key activities for tourists visiting the island
(Schmiedel et al., 2020). As one of the best-preserved and most popular areas for diving, the Man of War Shoal
National Marine Protected Area alone is estimated to yield around US $160,000 by each hectare of coral reef
per year as a result of this activity (Schmiedel et al., 2020).

These contributions from Nature to the
economy, unfortunately cannot be taken for
granted anymore, since human-induced
impacts continue to degrade coral reefs,

seagrass beds and beaches. These fragile
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